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About us 
 

The Swadhinata Trust is a secular Bengali heritage organisation set up in 2000 by a 

group of community workers to raise youth awareness about Bengali history, culture 

and heritage by establishing resources for British Bengali community, and general 

public in the field of education, research and the creative arts. 

 

Some of the activities of the Trust are: running seminars, workshops, and exhibitions, 

producing educational literature (teacher pack, magazines, books) and organising 

cultural events, oral history projects and research into community history. 

 

Our mission 
 

The mission of Swadhinata Trust is to raise youth awareness about Bengali history, 

culture and heritage by establishing resources for British Bengali community, and 

general public in the field of education, research and the creative arts. 

 
 

The Swadhinata Trust Team 
 
Patrons 
 

Prof John Eade, Centre for Research on Nationalism, Ethnicity & Multiculturalism 

(CRONEM), Universities of Surrey and Roehampton 

 

Prof Chetan Bhatt, Department of Sociology, and Director of the Centre for the Study 

of Human Rights at the London School of Economics. 

 

 

Trustees 
 

Chairperson  Julie Begum 

Secretary  Jamil Iqbal 

Members Alice Sielle 

Tarik Khan 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Staff 
 

Volunteer Manager 

Ansar Ahmed Ullah  

 
 
 
Web developer 

Mizanur Rahman 

 
 

 
 
Volunteer webmaster 

John Pulman 

 

 

Facebook administrator  

Delwar Hussain 
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Chair’s Report  
 

It’s been a busy year for the members of Swadhinata Trust. We have managed to lead 

on two major projects  

 

1) The Blogger’s Project  

 

The project works with the Nirmul Committee with the aim to form a UK-wide network 

of secular activists, to provide support for the bloggers and their progressive movement 

and to hold a number of seminars and events to highlight the issues and present our 

findings widely. 

 

2) Bengali Music and Bengali Musicians Project  

 
A project launched by the Swadhinata Trust and supported by the British Library Sound 
Archives. This oral history project will aim to document multi-generational experiences 
of Bengali music in Britain, and examples of the music itself.  
 

Volunteer Val Harding, Ethnomusicologist (MMus Goldsmiths) and I aimed to record 

20 interviews and planned to record The Baishakhi Mela 2017 concert for the Bengali 

Music and Bengali Musicians Project. 

 

These projects are supported with funding from Network for Social Change and The 

British Library Sound Archive respectively and kind support from The Centre for the 

Study of Human Rights at LSE and volunteer management committee members.  

 

As a volunteer Chair, I was on a panel discussion at Oxford House about Gentrification 

in April 2016. I was invited to be on the Boishakhi Mela Engagement Advisory Group 

and attended meetings, joined the procession in the morning on the day and addressed 

the audience from the main stage with other members of the MEG and LBTH council. 

  

I held a commemoration of Caroline Adams House with a garden party at Weaver 

House in May 2016. 

 

I worked with Journey to Justice and Girls Unlimited on delivering workshops for local 

secondary schools at the Brady Arts Centre in December 2016, oral history recording 

for In her Footsteps in Walthamstow July 2016 and the Muslim Women’s Welfare 

Association in Redbridge August 2016. I spoke at the launch of the East End Museum 

of Women in September 2016. 

 

The Swadhinata Trust set up a working group and worked with in partnership with The 

Huguenots of Spitalfields and Sandy’s Row Synagogue to deliver a three day 

Immigrants of Spitalfields Festival during Refugee Week June 2016. 

 

I was interviewed for BBC Radio R4 and spoke at the Cable Street Rally at Altab Ali 

Park before marching to Cable Street gardens in October 2016 and ran workshops at the 

Boundary Estate Fun Palace. 



 
 

 3 

 

In January 2016, I was invited to speak at the Holocaust Memorial Day at Nelson Street 

Synagogue. 

 

I am a member of a writer groups East End Speed Histories which write and tells stories 

of local east end people and incidents in events that are customised to a particular venue 

and/or event e.g. the Traditions Festival at Mile Pavilion in February 2016. 

 

I worked with Museum of London in the Docklands in an advisory capacity and then 

delivered workshops during the two day Your East End Festival in March 2017. 

 

This is just some of the activities and events that I have participated in as Chair of the 

Swadhinata Trust it’s been an interesting and enriching experience for myself as well as 

the contributions I have been able to make in various project. I hope you will continue 

to support the Swadhinata Trust and get involved in whatever capacity you can. 

 

Julie Begum 
 

Activity report 
 

History Walks 

 
18 June 2016 - SOAS University of London to participating in a linguistics 

documentation and revitalization summer school 

Ansar Ahmed Ullah offered Guided walk/tour of Brick Lane covering the language 

landscape and Bengali history/migration of London's East End / Brick Lane for 15 

students/academics 

 
21 July 2016 - Muslim Women’s Welfare Association 

 

A guided Banglatown walk was conducted by Ansar for a group woman (10) from 

Walthamstow led by Shahida Sarwar, Project Manager 'Coming Together 'on 21 July 

2016. 

 



 
 

 4 

 
 

 

MWWA Brick Lane walk 

 
MWWA in Taj Stores 
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7 March Open Day of Muslim Women’s Welfare Association 

 

Ansar Ahmed Ullah also attended an Open Day event on 7 March 2017 at the Cardinal 

Heenan Centre, Ilford. The heritage project of bringing together Muslim women in 

Redbridge/Walthamstow area of South Asian origin specifically from Pakistan & 

Bangladesh is being supported by the Swadhinata Trust. 

 

The project ‘Coming together’ has the intention to look at positive outcomes of women 

who have migrated to locality of East London, looking through their perspective post 

1971 war to record their stories. One of the outcomes will be an exhibition accompanied 

by a big scrapbook made by the women themselves. 

 

19-21 June 2016 - The Immigrants of Spitalfields Festival  

 

Following the idea to celebrate the diversity of East End with a Spitalfields Immigration 

Festival this year the organisers decided a three-day event with talks, walks 

performances, music and dance events, film screenings, literature and poetry readings 

and tasting experiences that reflect the great range of people from all over the globe 

who have settled in the area over time. Starting with French Huguenots in the 

seventeenth century fleeing Catholic France, moving on to Irish refugees escaping the 

nineteenth century potato famine and Jewish migrants arriving here initially as 

economic migrants from Holland then the great wave of refugees who came from 

Eastern Europe and the Pale of Settlements from the 1880s onwards escaping Pogroms 

and persecution in their homelands as well as the next major wave of migrants from 

Bangladesh, seeking a better life in the area from the 1950s onwards, as well as the 
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lesser known stories of other groups who have settled in Spitalfields including Somali, 

Maltese, Polish, Caribbean, French and other migrants. 

The Trust offered Bengali guided walk by Julie Begum, Ansar Ahmed Ullah and John 

Eversley, Sari session & literary event ‘A touch of Bengal’ by Shagufta Sharmeen, a 

talk ‘Coats of many colours’ by Jon Eversley on Spitalfields textile community and 

access to Brick Lane Mosque for an Open Day and Three Faiths: One Humanity visit. 

The Immigrants of Spitalfields Festival 2016 was a joint initiative between three 

organisations the Swadhinata Trust, Sandys Row Synagogue: London’s oldest 

Ashkenazi Synagogue and home to the last active Jewish community in what was once 

the very heart of the Jewish East End and Huguenots of Spitalfields: a heritage and 

educational charity highlighting the contribution the Huguenots – French Protestants 

and first refugees – made to this country after fleeing religious persecution in France. 

20 June 2016 - Sari Session: Learn how to wear Sari with Shagufta Sharmeen at 

Hanbury Hall 

21 June 2016 - Three Faiths: One Humanity 

Visiting a synagogue, a Protestant church, and a mosque and meet a Rabbi, a Pastor, 

and an Imam walk was led by Dr Daniel DeHanas starting at Sandys Row Synagogue, 

then to Christ Church and ending in Brick Lane Mosque. 

21 June 2016 - A Touch of Bengal  

Shagufta Sharmeen portrayed the journey of Bengali poets since the age of Charyapada 

including the work by Nobel Prize winner Rabindranath Tagore at Town House, 

Fournier Street. 

21 June 2016 - Coats and Dresses of Many Colours 

Talk ‘The History of Clothing and Textiles in Spitalfields’ given by John Eversley 

exploring the political, economic and social context of the Spitalfields textile 

community at Sandys Row Synagogue. 
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Sari session at Hanbury Hall 

 

Sari session at Hanbury Hall 
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John Eversley’s talk 

 

A Touch of Bengal in Town House 

As part of the Immigrants of Spitalfields Festival, ‘Spitalfields Life’ published stories 

by Contributing Photographer Bob Mazzer & Contributing Writer Delwar 

http://immigrantsofspitalfields.org.uk/
http://spitalfieldslife.com/2013/07/19/bob-mazzer-on-the-tube/
http://spitalfieldslife.com/2013/07/22/delwar-hussain-writer-anthropologist/
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Hussain recording twenty-four hours at Brick Lane Mosque 

http://spitalfieldslife.com/2016/06/19/morning-at-brick-lane-mosque/  

26 July 2016 - Reception of Maj Gen Ian Cardozo 

 
A Reception was given in honour of retired Indian army officer Maj. Gen. Ian Gen 

Cardozo on 26 July at the Bangladesh High Commission, hosted by the Acting High 

Commissioner Khondker Mohammad Talha in association with Swadhinata Trust and 

Curry Life Magazine on behalf of the UK Bengali diaspora. 

 

Maj. Gen. Cardozo in his address said. 'People always praise the Indian Army and 

freedom fighters for our victory over Pakistan, but in fact it was the people of 

Bangladesh who fought to win'. In his brief speech he narrated a number of battles 

fought in Sylhet by 4/5 Gorkha Rifles (Frontier Force) which he commanded from 7 to 

16 December in 1971 including the first ever Heliborne operation of Indian Army. 

 

He described how his Battalion had fought two decisive battles at Atgram and Gazipur 

Tea State near Kulaura, where they wiped out B Company 31 Punjab (Pakistan Army) 

at Atgram including the Company Commander purely with Kukris (knife). 

 

The surrender of the entire Pakistani Sylhet Garrison, which included 3 Brigadiers, 1 

Colonel, 107 officers, 219 JCO's, 6190 Pakistani soldiers and 39 non-combatants was 

taken on the morning of 16 December. During the battle at Sylhet between 7 and 16 

December 1 officer, 2 JCOs and 11 other Indian ranks made the supreme sacrifice, 

while 3 officers including Maj Ian Cardozo and 36 other ranks were wounded. The 

Indian Battalion strength in Sylhet consisted of about 6-7 officers, 10-15 JCOs and 

about 300- 350 soldiers. 

 

After the surrender of the Pakistanis, the Indian Battalion triumphantly entered Sylhet 

town. It was when this march towards the town was taking place Major Ian Cardozo 

stepped over a mine and lost his leg. He overcame his disability & became the first 

disabled officer to command an infantry battalion, brigade and division in operational 

areas. Following his retirement, he was appointed as Chairman of Rehabilitation 

Council of India. 

Also present at the reception was Lord Karan Bilimoria who also in a brief address said 

his father Lt Gen Bilimoria told him about the bravery of the Mukti Bahinis (freedom 

fighters). 'Teenaged boys were ready to take up any challenges and give their life for 

Bangladesh,' he said. His father, Lt. General Faridoon Bilimoria was the General 

Officer Commanding-in-Chief of the Central Indian Army and led the 2/5 Gurkha 

Rifles during the Bangladesh Liberation War in 1971. 

 

Acting High Commissioner Khondker Talha thanked the Maj General on behalf of the 

Bengali community for attending the event, sharing his memories of and gratefully 

appreciated his contribution in freeing our motherland. He presented Gen Cardoza and 

his wife Priscila Cardoza with a bouquet and gifts. Minister (Press) Nadeem Qadir 

presented the General with his book 'My Beautiful Bangladesh,' which carries the story 

of his martyred freedom fighter father Lt. Col. M Abdul Qadir.  Mayor of Brent Cllr. 

Parvez Ahmed presented the Gen with a crest. In addition, the UK Mohila Awami 

League also gave Priscilla Cardoza a floral bouquet.  

http://spitalfieldslife.com/2013/07/22/delwar-hussain-writer-anthropologist/
http://spitalfieldslife.com/2016/06/19/morning-at-brick-lane-mosque/www.bricklanejammemasjid.co.uk
http://spitalfieldslife.com/2016/06/19/morning-at-brick-lane-mosque/
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Maj. Gen. Ian Gen Cardozo speaking 

 

Maj. Gen. Ian Cardozo reception at the High Commission 
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24 Sept 2016 - East End Women's Museum and East End Sisters Uncut 

 

An inspiring event by over 100 years of east London women fighting for change 

(and winning!) was held at St Hilda's East Community Centre, Club Row. 

 

East End Women's Museum and East End Sisters Uncut for an afternoon offered 

short talks and conversations about the different ways east London women have 

challenged sexism, racism, exploitation, and injustice then and now.  

 

Speakers included Julie Begum on how Women United Against Racism took on 

the BNP in the 1990s, Louise Raw on the women who led the Matchwomen's 

Strike of 1888, Nadia Valman on the Jewish women who fought fascism at the 

Battle of Cable Street and beyond in the 1930s, Janine Booth on the women at 

the heart of the Poplar Rates Rebellion of 1921 and East End Sisters Uncut on 

how they campaign. http://eastendwomensmuseum.org/  
 

1 Oct 2016 – Boundary Estate Fun Palace 

 

A free community event was held on the Boundary Estate on 1st October, in three 

courtyards and the main hall, cafes and meeting rooms of St. Hilda's between 10 am & 

6pm. 

 

Julie Begum, Dan Jones, Roger Mills, Sarah Wise, Nadia Valman, Stef Dickers, East 

End Women's Museum, QMUL, WEN, Amnesty, Vallance FC and other local 

organisations, artists, crafters and community groups took part. There were workshops, 

walks, talks, storytelling, games, music plus a cafe and canteen.  

 

The event was organised by Fun Palaces, a national campaign to bring art and science to 

communities, and the germ of the idea was inspired by Joan Littlewood. 

https://boundaryestatefunpalace.wordpress.com/tag/st-hildas-east/ 

 

9 Oct 2016 - Battle of Cable Street celebrated 
 

On Sunday 9th October thousands of people joined a march and rally in London's East 

End to celebrate the 80th anniversary of the defeat inflicted on Sir Oswald Mosley's 

British Union of Fascists in 1936. The event in which veterans of the Battle of Cable 

Street joined today's campaigners and activists to remember the determination and 

solidarity of the hundreds of thousands of people who put up barricades and blocked 

roads to protect the East End Jewish community from the violence of the far right 

Blackshirts. 

 

The march was organised by Cable Street 80, a coalition of Jewish, Bengali, and anti-

racist organisations. It started in Altab Ali Park and ended at St George's Gardens on 

Cable Street. 

 

Speakers from many communities and affiliations addressed the crowds at Altab Ali 

http://eastendwomensmuseum.org/
https://boundaryestatefunpalace.wordpress.com/tag/st-hildas-east/
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Park and the rally at St George's Gardens. One of the speakers at Altab Ali Park Julie 

Begum of Swadhinata Trust said, 'the Bengali community had suffered countless attacks 

during 1970s at the hands of racists, today we cannot be complacent, just like the Jewish 

community who said, 'They shall not pass' in 1936 we need to stand up to extremists. 

It's up to is keep the legacy of the Battle of Cable Street alive.' 

 

At St George's Gardens rally speakers included 101-year-old Cable Street veteran Max 

Levitas, GLA member Unmesh Desai, Tower hamlets mayor John Biggs, Nasir Uddin 

and newly re-elected Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn who said 'history of what has 

dawned on this area has never forgotten, the history of popular struggle against those 

who seek to oppress us, Cable Street struggle was a victory against fascism. We will 

take them head on those who fan the flames of racism and xenophobia.' 

 

 

 

 
Julie Begum speaking at Altab Ali Park 
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Crowd at Altab Ali Park Rally 
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Oct 2016 – Your East End 

 

Julie Begum attended Museum of London’s ‘Your East End’ consultation meeting in 

October 2016. The museum team will discuss all the ideas from the meeting. Following 

that the Museum will start contacting the groups who have expressed an interest in 

working with the museum further on projects to discuss next steps.  

 

Julie Begum contributed to the Your East End article. It's on the website 

http://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/discover/my-east-end-docklands 

 

5 Nov 2916 - Histories of Whitechapel 

 

The Survey of London, Histories of Whitechapel Researchers’ Work in Progress 

seminar was held on 05.11.16 at the Idea Store, Whitechapel. Julie Begum gave a 

presentation on the work of the Swadhinata Trust. 

 

The UCL Survey of London’s Whitechapel project, is where you can share and explore 

the many histories of Whitechapel’s buildings and places. You’ll find information about 

every building in Whitechapel in 2016, including photographs, stories and research, 

film clips and audio recordings added by historians, local people and others with an 

interest in the area. It will grow in content gradually until 2018, a collaborative work in 

progress made up of the Survey’s own research alongside material that you and 

everyone else contributes. 

 

This is an experiment in the making of the history of a place. Sharing knowledge and 

experiences will help the project to understand the histories of buildings, streets and 

neighbourhoods, and through them the lives of the people of Whitechapel.  

 

 

Julie Begum giving presentation 

http://www.museumoflondon.org.uk/discover/my-east-end-docklands
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19 November 2016 - Swadhinata Trust presents Bengali History Walk 

 

 
 

Swadhinata Trust presented Bengali History Walk as part of  Tower Hamlets Council 

A Season of Bangla Drama 2016 19 November, from Altab Ali Park, Whitechapel. 

 

The Banglatown walk and talk was aimed at anybody interested in Bengali 

migration and settlement in the East End of London. It was an opportunity to 

learn about the Bengali community’s history and heritage, and the lives of people 

with diverse backgrounds and experiences, values and customs. The experiences 

of Bengalis in the East End explored both the value of multiculturalism and the 

tensions it creates. The walk/talk looked at the legacy of the British Empire as 

migration from the colonies continued throughout the twentieth century.  

5 December 2016 - Journey to Justice in Tower Hamlets 

 

Women Unite Against Racism, Tower Hamlets, 1993 © Kippa Matthews 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/swadhinata-trust-presents-bengali-history-walk-tickets-28184580840#listing-organizer
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/swadhinata-trust-presents-bengali-history-walk-tickets-28184580840#listing-organizer
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Journey to Justice have been in Tower Hamlets since September 2015 developing 

partnerships with Rich Mix, the Humanities Education Centre, Idea Store, Swadhinata 

Trust, Girlz United, the V&A Museum of Childhood, Green Spring Academy and Bow 

School as well as many other groups and individuals; and with the support of Tower 

Hamlets Council. 

As part of Journey to Justice workshops Julie Begum facilitated Second workshop 

sessions on 5 December 2016 covering ‘Racism and youth mobilisation in Tower 

Hamlets’.  Julie Begum (Swadhinata Trust) and Girlz United shared and responded to 

local stories of resistance. 

 

 

Secondary school pupils at workshop 
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Julie Begum at the workshop 

29 January 2017 - Holocaust Day 

 

 
 

 

An Interfaith memorial service to celebrate tolerance and for all to mark Holocaust 

Memorial Day was held on Sunday 29th January at the East London Central 

Synagogue, Nelson Street. Local community leaders from many and faiths backgrounds 

including Julie Begum contributed to the programme and encouraged their communities 

to attend.  
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17 February 2017 – Traditions Festivals at Mile End Pavilion 

 

The Traditions Festival, London 2017, organised by Katja Rosenberg.  

 

Katja, known as the Art Catcher, created the exhibition to include work from 50 artists, 

workshops, dance, music and talks based on cultural ritual and its effects on our sense 

of self. 

 
Julie Begum – member of the East End Speed Histories group told audiences about the 

Boishakhi Mela Go to http://exhibitions.weebly.com/traditions-2017.html for more info 

  

25 April 2017 – Bloggers project: Defending free thinkers 

 

A meeting of community activists was held to discuss extremism, terrorism and 

defending secular bloggers & free thinkers on Tuesday 25 April 2017 at the Micro 

Business Centre, Banglatown, East London. 

 

The meeting was chaired by Julie Begum from the Swadhinata Trust who outlined the 

purpose of the meeting as to explore extremist network, violence & its impact, to assist 

victims of threats/attacks and to assist defenders of bloggers, secular activists & free 

thinkers. Panel guests included Prof Chetan Bhatt from London School of Economics - 

Centre for Human Rights studies who briefed about the overall project under taken by 

the Nirmul Committee to assist bloggers. Suresh Grover of the Monitoring Project said 

what help they can provide. Bob Churchill, Director of Communications, of 

International Humanist and Ethical Union (IHEU) provided the South Asian 

perspective. Nirmul Committee’s Acting President Syed Enam made introductory 

http://exhibitions.weebly.com/traditions-2017.html
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speech outlying the background to the project. Panel members said we have witnessed 

and documented for many years the sophisticated manoeuvrings of the international 

religious right.  

 

The meeting which was organised by the UK Nirmul Committee in association with the 

Swadhinata Trust and supported by the Network for Social Change. The meeting was 

called to discuss as a community what can be done to challenge extremist narrative, 

what can be done to defend bloggers & activists who are under threat. 

 

A short video made by Gonojagoron Moncho UK of bloggers killed so far by the 

Islamist were shown with technical support from Abdul Shohid. In addition, the 

meeting announced publication of a directory to assist the bloggers and those under 

threat. 

 

ITC support for projector provided by Abdul Shohid. 

 
 

Panel of speakers at Bloggers project event 
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Swadhinata Trust website enquiries 
 

Number and nature of enquiry via website 

 

 
Gender of enquirers 

 

 
 

 

Source of enquires 
 

 
 

Pie charts by Hemayet Hussain Tipu 
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